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Lotterywest
grant to help
Bundiyarra be
more efficient

A

Lotterywest grant of almost
$75,000 will strengthen
Bundiyarra’s future strategic
development.
On behalf of Lotterywest, Member
for Geraldton Lara Dalton, MLA,
presented the grant at the ‘Good
Place’ in August.
“It was my pleasure to present this
grant funding on behalf of Lotterywest
and to hear from the staff and board
members how much it will help their
everyday work,” Ms Dalton said.

Efficiences: Member for Geraldton Lara Dalton MLA, presents Bundiyarra Board
Deputy Chair, Tiambra Calvin, with the Lotterywest grant for $74,599.

“Bundiyarra has become a pivotal part of the Geraldton
community for Aboriginal people.”
Bundiyarra CEO Wayne McDonald said the $74,599
grant will be used for the Corporation’s strategic
development.
“It will help build capacity in governance and
capabilities for the organisation. It will include
Information Technology upgrades, software, training,
and administration,” he said.
“This will enable the organisation to enhance
operational management and service delivery for
Midwest Aboriginal organisations.”
IT upgrades for the conference room will make it a
more attractive venue for hire for the wider community;
corporate, community organisations and government
meetings and conferences.

Good news for Bundiyarra!
The National Indigenous Australians Agency
(NIAA) has rated Bundiyarra as a ‘low risk’
organisation, which means the corporation is
regarded as a safe body to do business with.

“Upgrading computers will allow the organisation to
provide a space for community to come and access an
area where they can do their job active requirements,
such as resumes, log into Centrelink and myGov and
support business development activities,” said Wayne.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New year from
all at Bundiyarra!
We hope your festive
season is full of joy
and fun.
And please travel safe!
See you iu the new year!
Our office will be closed from
Wednesday 22 December, reopening on
Thursday 6 January 2022

On song once
more ...

W

AM! They did it again!

Well Warralgurniya did, when
they were crowned winners of the
Global music category at this year’s
WA Music Awards in Perth on
September 22.
Performing live, with Rosie Sitorus
on vocals and organ, Darcy Hay on
guitar and Emma Buss stepping in
on violin, and Warriyangga-Thiinma
language speaker and octogenarian
Peter Salmon adding his stirring vocal, they captivated
the audience with their winning song Warri Yungu,
Warri Baba meaning No Rain, No Water and sung in
Warriyangga language.
Unfortunately original member, vocalist and guitarist,
Jacqui Cook was unable to attend to share in the glory
as she had departed for Queensland.
With two songs featured on WA Music’s Sounds of the
Midwest album released and launched in Geraldton in
July, the quartet, Warralgurniya, or ‘Singers’, have been
enjoying some celebratory status around the traps.

Winners are grinners: Peter Salmon and Rosie Sitorus with
Warralgurniya’s WAM Song of the Year Award.

Peter has been working with Rosie and Jacqui at the
language centre for about four years, to reactivate
and preserve his endangered Thiinma/Warriyangga
language; and songwriting and Warralgurniya have
been born out of that with great success.

NEWS FLASH! Warralgurniya will be performing at
the Perth International Arts Festival (PIAF) in February
2022.

Adieu, Jacqui

I

t was a sad time for the Bundiyarra-Irra
Wangga Language Centre in August,
when our linguist Jacqui Cook packed up
her desk and left for sunny Queensland –
where she spent two weeks in quarantine
– on her way home to New Zealand.

Singer: With Warralgurniya bandmates,
Peter Salmon and Rosie Sitorus.

Jacqui had worked at the language centre
for more than two years, and in that time
endeared herself to staff and the wider
community.
She worked on many projects across all
the languages, finalising Alphabet posters,
facilitating language workshops across
the Midwest, Murchison and Gascoyne,
heading off on country for different projects
and mentoring young staff.
And of course being a pivitol member of
the successful Warralgurniya singing group
singing and playing guitar!

Aw, thanks: Jacqui’s last day with part of her
farewell gift.

Jacqui is sorely missed, however, we may
see her smiling face back in Geraldton
next year as she embarks on a PhD
relating to language. We’re sure she’ll pop
in to see us from time to time.
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Field work: Getting
grubby out in the field on
country for a language
project.
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Primary school students enjoy Wajarri weather

I

n early July, language centre
staff visited some local Geraldton
primary schools to engage pupils
in NAIDOC Week activities using
language.

lesson, and completely engaged!”
she said.

It proved to be a very successful
exercise with a lot of positive
involvement from the students.

Edie entertained the early childhood
cohort at Waggrakine Primary
School with some classroom actions
from a story book about a dog,
getting them to copy the actions of
the dog by standing, sitting, running,
and barking! They would’ve had fun
with that!

Nadine Taylor, Edie Maher and
Danah Merritt visited Bluff Point
and Waggrakine primary schools
and Edie visited Holland Street
School. The ladies said they had
a wonderful time teaching the
youngsters Wajarri.

“These are the sorts of things
that make teaching language so
worthwhile, and fills me with pride.”

“Then we sang the Head,
Shoulders, Knees and Toes song
that is always fun and popular,”
Edie said.
At Holland Street Edie did
Storytime; reading dreamtime
stories, inserting Wajarri words and
getting the children to interact and
say the words.
The youngest of the language
ladies - as they are often called
- is Danah, who also helped with
NAIDOC activities with the middle
school cohort at Bluff Point and
Waggrakine primary schools.

Chalking it up: Holland Street School
children take part in NAIDOC Week
language centre activity.

This was the first time Danah had
delivered a lesson on her own and
once she overcame her nerves,
she was off and running.

“He didn’t appear to be at all
interested, however before I
finished the session, he was right
by my side helping me hold up the
key words cards I was using for the
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and had to sing out to Danah so
they could shoot a basketball.
“After they got the hang of it, they
would help each other remember
the Wajarri word after they had their
turn,” said Danah.
“It was deadly.”
At Waggrakine Primary School
she sat with the kids in the library
and spoke about all the different
languages around the Midwest.
“I read them a book about how the
kangaroos got their tails and the
seasons and Wajarri numbers and
colours,” Danah said.
“The students got really engaged
and were excited to ask me
questions about the language
centre.

They taught key words in Wajarri
and read them a book about the
seasons, getting the children
to think about the seasons and
then do some chalk drawings
on the ground about what they
remembered about the story.
Nadine said she was working with
the young children from one of the
school’s, where a young boy was
not participating, and looking like
he wasn’t going to participate with
the language lessons.

Drawing: Bluff Point Primary School
youngsters got into the swing of it.

Pavement art: Above and right –
Primary school students responded well
to language lessons conducted by the
language centre.

At Bluff Point Danah helped Nadine
read the story about the seasons
and then placed a few of the words
on the ground. The students then
picked a word they remembered

“I spoke about Wajarri animals and
where all the languages we work
on are located,” she said.
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Sorry Day presentation for Kelly clan

A

surprise and very welcome presentation was
made to Bundiyarra at the Corporation’s
Sorry Day event on 26 May.
Wayne Kelly, son of the late Hazel Kelly,
presented a framed memorial story about his
mother and grandmother from the Kimberley
Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation
(KSGAC) located in Broome.
The KSGAC memorial story begins with Hazel’s
grandmother, the late Minnie Ring, who was
buried with a pauper’s funeral at Karrakatta
Cemetery in November 1953.
Hazel located her grandmother Minnie’s grave
at the Karrakatta Cemetery in 2011. In 2012,
Yorgum provided support through Link-Up
for Hazel and her family to travel through the
Kimberley to meet family in Halls Creek and
Warnum (Turkey Creek).

Family story: Wayne Kelly presents a framed story about his mother
and grandmother to Nola Gregory on Sorry Day.

Hazel tried for nine years to have her grandmother’s
remains repatriated to Geraldton Cemetery and to be
buried in the town where she married and raised her
family.
All requests for exhumation were repeatedly denied,
despite Hazel seeking support from Aboriginal
departments and lobbying government agencies.
So, she turned to the media.
And got some traction.
After speaking on various radio shows and her story
appearing in the local newspaper, the Karrakatta
Cemetery Board relented and allowed the exhumation

and repatriation of Minnie’s remains to the care of her
family in Geraldton.
In the interim, Hazel was forging connections with
family in Kununurra, Warmun (Turkey Creek) and Halls
Creek to have her grandmother recognised as a Gija
woman and Traditional Owner of that country, resulting
in the family finally being able to confirm their cultural
ties to the area.
Sadly, Hazel passed away on her final trip to see family
about Minnie’s funeral.
She is now buried with her mother Betty and
grandmother Minnie at Geraldton Cemetery.
KSGAC members travelled to Geraldton to attend
Hazel’s funeral in March/April 2020.

Minnie Ring 1898 - 1953

H

azel Kelly’s mother, Minnie (Genevieve) Ring
(nee Daley-Stretch) was born in 1898, in the
East Kimberley region, Western Australia.
In 1904, Minnie was surrendered to the Swan
Native and Half-Caste Mission in Middle Swan,
Perth; where children remained under its authority
until the age of 21. They were completely cut off
from their families and culture. Minnie was given a
new name – Genevieve Daley.
In 1916 she was sent into service (working as a
domestic servant in a private home), where she
worked for more than 20 years. In 1928 Minnie
married George Ring in Geraldton.

Minnie and George had five children Walter George,
Ronald Owen (Ronny), Elizabeth Jean (Betty),
Thomas Charles (Tommy) and Beryl May (Mandy).
Sadly, Walter passed away when he was two years
old and was buried in Geraldton. Despite much
hardship, loss and sorrow, Minnie was a gentle and
devoted mother.
In November 1953 Minnie experienced declining
health and was taken to Perth where she died from
a cerebral thrombosis, (blood clot on the brain).
She was given a Western Australian Government
Trustee funeral (a pauper’s funeral) and was buried
at Karrakatta Cemetery.
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Funding body visits L
the Good Place

otterywest and Healthway officers visited Geraldton
in August (17) to talk to various local organisations
and community groups about funding needs and how
Lotterywest could help.
They spent time at Bundiyarra meeting with staff and
listening to concerns and the need for further funding to
enhance the organisation’s resources.
Johanna Rewa and Antony Feldhaus talked about how
Lotterywest could provide support and advice on how to
apply for funding, while Grace Stanton from Healthway
works in partnership with community organisations to
create a healthy and more active lifestyle.
Healthway funding is prioritised to promoting health
issues through sport, arts and community events
organisations and community groups which encourage
healthy lifestyles.

Funding help: LotteryWest visitors Johanna Rewa and Antony
Feldhusen, Lotterywest, second from left, with Bundiyarra staff,
and Grace Stanton, Healthway, far right.

Grace would have a good handle on Geraldton as she
originally hailed from here!
Thanks to Lotterywest, Bundiyarra received more than
$74,000 in June this year for organisational upgrades.

Culture-based project to help local youth

T

hrough an approach from the National
Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) this year,
Bundiyarra delivered community consultations for a
proposed Indigenous Youth Connection to Culture
(IYCC) program to run early in 2022.
The project will target Aboriginal youth between
12 and 25 years of age, immersing them in culture
by being mentored and taught by Elders and
Traditional Owners.
Over this year, 12 workshops were held with young
people, Elders and youth services, all of whom
provided great input for the development of a
community plan.
The consultation process was very successful with
20 young people, 20 Elders and 10 youth service
providers attending sessions to provide their
support and input into the program.
Consultation facilitator, Zain Laudehr-May, said
activities during the sessions consisted of surveys,
cultural activity brainstorming, flag design and selfreflection and respect.

Planning: Youth take part in a consultation session.

enabled us to map out how to create activities to
deal with a few of the issues identified.”
Cultural activities that were identified through the
same process that could be used in the program
are: healing circles; family trees; language
immersion; bush camps; dreamtime stories; being
an Aboriginal woman; and being an Aboriginal man.

“The main issue identified is that lot of young people
have little to no cultural knowledge and feel they don’t
belong because of that lost knowledge,” Zain said.

These activities will come with cultural advisors to
help each youth service facilitate these activities. A
mental health first aid worker will be at each activity
to provide support to any young person or staff
member who requires assistance or someone to talk
to during the activity facilitation.

“Meetings with Elders, Traditional Owners and
youth service sector organisations and businesses

Bundiyarra has lodged a tender to coordinate and
implement the program next year.
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On song: the song writing session.

Listening: first evening at the expo.

Warming: Evening around the fire.

Language is the carrier of our culture
Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre Language Expo at Gunnadoo Farm

A

bout 100 adults and children
headed to Gunnadoo Farm
in June for a highly successful
two-day language expo facilitated
by the Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga
Language Centre.

Part time senior language worker
Edie Maher said:
“For me, the highlight of the expo
was the Statement of Intent and the
different language groups’ planning
sessions.”

People from as far afield as Darwin,
Broome, Port Hedland, Perth, Mt
Magnet, Morawa and those closer
to home gathered at the farm, 30km
east of Geraldton to yarn about,
learn about and map a way forward
for Aboriginal languages, beginning
with a draft Statement of Intent.
The Statement of Intent concerns
the reclamation, preservation
and maintenance of Aboriginal
languages.
The statement will be presented to
all language groups in the MidWest, Murchison and Gascoyne to
approve and endorse.
Once approved it will be forwarded
to the State Government and
relevant Federal ministers for
endorsement.

Conversation: Gathering for a yarn.
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Scribe: Nola Gregory notes comments
during a language session.

Sessions included: a resources
and education making workshop;
a Badimaya breakout session;
a Malgana language session;
discussion on the newly formed
Gnully Wangga Naaguja language
group Community Language Plan;
discussion about Ngarlawangga
language objectives and goals; and

talk around the Nhanda language,
including the desire to bring all the
groups together to work out where
to from here for a Nhanda language
project.
The expo offered participants
the opportunity to tell a bit about
themselves, what they do, how
important keeping language alive
is and the work of the BundiyarraIrra Wangga Language Centre, and
invited conversation around where
and how they want to see language
used in the future.
Jenni Gregory-Kniveton who
helped facilitate the expo, said it
was a culturally rich experience for
lots of people from elders, school
students, helpers from UWA, and
the people who participated over
the two days.
“It gave our people the time to sit
down together and think about their
language and how important it is
to their identity and culture; it gave
others the opportunity to see our

Attentive: Listening to a presentation.
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Discussion: Language participants at work.

On the air: Radio MAMA on air guests.

Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre Language Expo at Gunnadoo Farm
mob working together to support
the preservation of their language
and culture,” she said.
Local schoolchildren from
Champion Bay, Geraldton Senior
College and Geraldton Flexible
Learning Centre, came along
through their TAFE tourism class,
accompanied by lecturer Joanne
Brown and class assistant Clint
Hansen. Some of the students
were went away with a new respect
for language.

Warm up: Jamming round the fire.

A song writing workshop got the
creative juices going producing
a little song in both Wajarri and
English.
Stakeholder participants included
Gay Messer, Senior Program
Officer at Office for the Arts;
Professor Steven Bird from
Charles Darwin University; Nat
Raisbeck-Brown, mapping expert,
(CSIRO); Fleur Coaker and Alan
Bradley Department of Water
and Environmental Regulation
(DWER); Joanne Brown and
Bundiyarra News - December 2021

Clint Hansen, Central Regional
TAFE; Fiona Bennett and Clare
Davidson, Senator Sue Line’s
Office; Professor Claire Bowen,
Yale University; Sara Walker and
Bernadette Anderson, WA Museum
Geraldton.
Federal Senator and Senator for
WA Pat Dodson sent a recorded
message to kick off the expo.
Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language
Centre consultant language
worker, Godfrey Simpson, said
he was pleased to
see stakeholders in
attendance.
“I especially liked
seeing stakeholders
come along, it is good
knowing who is out
there supporting a
boost to our emotional
and mental wellbeing
with regard to the
maintenance and
upkeep of the several
languages in our care,” he said.
“I also liked the school
engagement; the
children were
genuinely interested in
what was being said.”

was such a great turnout.
“People came from all over the
region to share language and
culture, to meet up with family and
friends, to tell a few yarns (Gloria
Fogarty my belly is still sore!)
and to keep the pressure on for
language,” she said.
“For all the stakeholders to see
how passionately the Yamaji
community are about their
languages was so important.”
To round off the event, expo
participants showed off their hidden
skills with a Language Got Talent
contest.
“Many thanks to Charlie and
Trent Mallard for their awesome
performance on the first night, and
to the other people who were brave
enough to get up on stage and
sing in their languages on the last
night,” said Jenni.
“We were privileged to hear people
at the conference sing in languages
from many different cultures, it
was beautiful to hear, especially
Ray Collard our local legend who

Albert Pianta said it
was so great to have
everyone together
working positively for
language.
BIW Coordinator
Rosie Sitorus said it

Sharing: Talking about language on the airwaves with
Radio MAMA.
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Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre Language Expo at Gunnadoo Farm
sang the night away and kept us
laughing with her witty words and
expressions.

shopping, and all the other things
he did during the two days.
Last but not least, thanks to
Tamati Smith our legendary young
photographer for interviewing
elders, and taking photos and
video footage for later use for the
language centre and community.

“Thank you, Ray, you are now our
unofficial language centre; legend
we love your energy,” Jenni said.
Singing, spoon playing, jokes were
the order of the night with the talent
so evenly good, an outright winner
simply could not be decided!
Huge thanks must go to the awesome
cooks, Raymond Dann at the opening
dinner, Kasi Sitorus and Donna
Ronan, as well as our morning
tea Nyarlus Peta and Glenda
McDonald for cooking the beautiful
scones and dampers every day.

Knowledge talks: Language centre’s
Danah Merritt talks about the expo.

“I think everyone came away from
this gathering a few kilos heavier
with all that tasty tucker!” said Jenni.
Thanks are also extended to
Wayne Kelly for running around
and helping with the logistics,

Radio MAMA as always, for their
continued support and for recording
stories of people at the Expo and
the government agencies who
took part in the community and
partnership engagement on the
second day.
“Thanks to everyone it was
awesome,” said Jenni.

Language centre welcomes Callan to the fold

A

s we bid Jacqui adieu in August, we wished
Callan willkommen in November. (Okay, so it’s
not ‘language’ but Callan understands it).
Callan Bindon is the language centre’s new linguist,
and he comes well prepared and qualified for the
challenge.
He previously interned at Bundiyarra Irra Wangga
under Jacqui’s supervision in early 2019, as part of
his degree at UWA, and it’s great to have an intern
return to stay!
Callan holds a Bachelor of Arts with a double
major in Linguistics and German Studies with a
BA(Honours) in Linguistics.
“My honours project was a historical linguistics
simulation of lexical diversification in languages
of Victoria, because of the way bilingual speakers
process language,” Callan said.

“I have previously
worked with the
university with programs
for year 12 students who
want to do ATAR but
need extra support due to disadvantage,” Callan
said.
“And I also previously worked as a contractor
installing telephones!”

“because I’ve always liked languages.

“At the language centre I look forward to working with
language, working with and meeting people, and
putting my degree to use after people told me it was
too specific to be useful, but mostly I look forward to
working with the people and the language.”

“I wanted to study a language but was too
indecisive to choose one (until I accidentally chose
German as a second major).

In his spare time, Callan likes to build and fix
bicycles, do electronics projects and computer
programming, a bit of gardening and woodwork.

“I’ve also done courses on French and BininjKunwok from Arnhem land, which I could probably
form sentences in if you gave me a dictionary and a
grammar; they’d be grammatically okay, but would
probably sound ridiculous,” he said, laughing.

“And many aspirational hobbies, which I like to think
of doing and think would be good, but I never get
around to doing them. Like reading,” he quipped

He grew up in Perth “with too many animals
around,” he said, and chose linguistics as a career

Callan completed a research scholarship at the
Australian National University (ANU) with the
8

Centre of Excellence
for the Dynamics of
Language (CoEDL),
where he did corpus
linguistic work on Idi, a
language of Papua New
Guinea.

Callan has had to hit the ground running and it
hasn’t fazed him at all, and the best thing is he fits
right in with the “language ladies” – we’re trying to
get some gender spread here!
Bundiyarra News - December 2021

Uni students give expo a big helping hand

T

he language centre was extremely
fortunate to host three University of WA
linguistic students in June, just in time for the
Language Expo at Gunnado Farm.
It was a pretty intense time for them, they
were thrown in the deep end helping to
organise and run the two-day expo – even
camping out for three cold nights – but
managed to weather the storm with great
aplomb and good humour!
We can’t thank you enough for the hard work
you put in!
Daniella Esha Fernandes
Daniella Esha Fernandes is in her second
year of a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
linguistics, criminology and Italian.

Welcome helpers: University of WA students, Katijah Inayat-Hussein, Erin
McFarlane and Daniella Esha Fernandes spent some time in the language
centre.

They may be diverse subjects; however Daniella
can find a functional use for them all.
She said forensic linguistics (a branch of applied
linguistics) can play a crucial role in criminology
as using linguistic knowledge and methods
can enable the analysis of interviews in crime
investigations.
“Studying the way language is used by the
interviewee can help narrow down alibis, or
ascertain if the person is telling the truth,”
Daniella said.
Due to her father’s work, Daniella spent four
years living in Italy, hence her interest in the
language, and she said she loves it.
Maybe she could work as a forensic linguist in
Italy?
In her down time, Daniella loves singing and is
interested in fingernail technology.
Did she enjoy her time here? “One hundred per
cent!” she said.
Daniella spent two weeks with the language
centre and said she was not fazed by being
thrown in the deep end at the expo, as her family
comes from Goa, a coastal state in the southwest of India, and she grew up in Mumbai about
250 kms north of Goa.
“Coming from this background, I identified
similarities in cultural gatherings with the
language expo,” said Daniella.
She said she admired the language centre
workers’ dedication and passion for language
work and recognised the low resources available
to carry out this important role.

the language centre workers have for this role and for
community is admirable,” Daniella said.
Erin McFarlane
Erin McFarlane is also in her second year of Uni, undertaking
a Bachelor of Arts majoring in linguistics and English
literature.
Like Daniella, Erin’s father’s work took the family overseas
for three years, however they went to Chile, where Erin went
to high school and fell in love with the Spanish language.
“My interest in linguistics was sparked when my mother pointed
out the subject would be a good fit for studying,” she said.
Erin said she also chose English literature as she loves
reading and analysing what she reads.
She said her chosen subjects could lead into
Developmental Studies maybe in research or teaching –
or even translation, but she’s not sure which path she will
travel down at this point.
In her spare time, Erin plays volleyball; loves reading,
naturally; and has recently taken up knitting.
Erin spent two weeks with the language centre and was also
thrown in the deep end with the language expo at Gunnadoo
Farm, also camping in the cold for three nights.
She said she found the expo a little bit confronting.
“It was confronting in the reality of how the need for field
linguists is so important, and yet so resource poor,” Erin said.
She said she enjoyed her time with the language centre.
“The work was amazing, really cool, and it has expanded my
horizons in what is possible.”
Katijah Inayat-Hussein
Mother of one, Katijah Inayat-Hussein, is a part time uni
student in her second year of a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
linguistics.

“Although resources are stretched the passion
Bundiyarra News - December 2021 		
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YMAC on country in Carnarvon

G

woonwarnu Mia Cultural
Centre in Carnarvon was
the venue for Yamatji Marlpa
Aboriginal Corporation’s
(YMAC) Yamatji on Country
NAIDOC event in midOctober.
Danah and Rosie.
About 50 people attended
to discuss cultural heritage
protection and language preservation.

Rosie Sitorus and Danah Merritt represented the
language centre, giving an overview of the work they
do, garnering some interest from delegates, who could
see how Irra Wangga language resources could be
useful for them.
During the session it was discussed about having
language taught in schools, and how it was hoped to
have that incorporated in the curriculum over the next
five years.
To round off the evening, membets of up and coming
band Warralgurniya (Peter Salmon, Rosie Sitorus and
Darcy Hay) performed for event attendees.

Giving voice: Darcy Hay, Peter Salmon and his daughter
Louanne Salmon, an accomplished singer in her own
right, all the way from Broome, and Rosie Sitorus from
Warralgurniya

From page 9
Katijah said she had come across linguistics after
attending a public seminar on multi-lingualism in
children.
“I had multi-lingualism in mind as something I’d like
to study; and I was learning Spanish at home then
discovered UWA offered Spanish, so I enrolled to do
both,” she said.
“I study part-time as I’m also home-schooling my
12-year-son (which is a lot of fun).”
Katijah said after graduation, she hopes to find work
involved with community and education.
“I think I’d be happy teaching English, which my degree
in linguistics would help with, but my current plans are to
continue with library studies as libraries have been my
happy place all my life and my son has been attending
the education and culture programs offered by local
libraries throughout his school years,” said Katijah.
She said spending two weeks in Geraldton was the
longest time she had been away from her son, which
was difficult, but very much worth it.
Katijah said she has an endless list of hobbies “that I
never have enough time for!
“But this winter, in my spare time I love getting into
nature and going on long walks, yoga, knitting jumpers
and socks and baking.” Where does she find the time?
It was Katijah’s first time staying in Geraldton, and she
said it was great meeting and working with everyone at
Irra Wangga.
“I’m new to ‘the workplace’ but found it a really positive
environment and enjoyed the work culture,” she said.
“It was a wonderful experience, and I learnt a lot about
the type of work involved with languages as well as
getting valuable work experience in general.
“It was really great to be a part of the language
expo. I had no idea what to expect going into it,
but once I learnt to really relax (about halfway in),
I learnt so much from just being there and really
enjoyed engaging with the
community,” Katijah said.

Vale Shark Bay Elder Ms Fossa

S

adly on 9 September, much respected Shark
Bay resident and Malgana elder Ada Fossa
passed away.
Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre had
worked with Ms Fossa and her family on the
Malgana language over many years, alongside
her daughter Pat Oakley and son Nick Pedrocchi.
Ada Mary Fossa was born Ada Mary Poland on
8 November 1934. She was a sixth generation
Indigenous resident of the area.
Ms Fossa published a book in 2017, Stories,
Laughter and Tears, Through Bygone Years in
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Shark Bay, a collection of stories
from her memory of growing
up and living in Shark Bay,
and stories her parents and
grandparents told her.
Staff and friends at Bundiyarra
and the language centre
thank Ms Fossa for her
valuable help and input into preserving the
Malgana language for future generations, and express
condolences to her family, she will be remembered as
a kind and gracious lady.
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New squat lobster gets Nhanda name
M
useums Victoria has released a paper about the
naming of new species of squat lobsters along the
WA coastline.
New species traditionally have Latin names, however
the paper’s lead author, Dr Anna McCallum, broke with
that tradition and sought out Aboriginal communities to
name several species, one among them in the Nhanda
language, which is undergoing some revitalisation with
the help of Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre.
In 2019, the community came together to help name
this squat lobster, working together to name it Munida
maatijadakurnaaku – maatijada, meaning crawling, and
kurnaaku, meaning crayfish – using language recorded
by Nhanda elders in years past.
The seven new species were discovered during deepsea research surveys off the coast of Western Australia
and Tasmania.
“I thought it would be really great to celebrate and use
Indigenous language in these names for Australian
species,” Dr McCallum said.
She was put in touch with Dr Steven Kelly, an
Indigenous anthropologist at the University of Melbourne
who is working to revive the Nhanda language.
“He was really enthusiastic,” Dr McCallum said.
A Nhanda man himself, Dr Kelly invited her to bring the
idea to a language day at the Bundiyarra-Irra Wanga
Language Centre, in Geraldton, in 2019.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity for all because naming
anything in Aboriginal language is an awesome

Nhanda name: Squat lobster poster designed by
Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre.

honour,” Dr Kelly said.
Bundiyarra-Irra Wangga Language Centre designed a
poster celebrating the naming of the squat lobster, with
artwork designed by Nhanda elder Teharnie Martin.
Dr Kelly said he hopes this experience serves as
a template for future collaboration with traditional
landowners.
“This just goes to show what we can achieve when we
work together in partnership,” he said.
The name squat lobster refers to a diverse group of
decapod crustaceans that are separated into two
superfamilies: Chirostyloidea and Galatheoidea.
“They’re called squat because their tails are tucked
under their body and they’ve got these really long arms
and little claws,” Dr McCallum explained. “Even though
they’re called lobsters, they’re actually not closely
related to lobsters; they’re more related to hermit crabs.”
Language centre coordinator, Rosie Sitorus, said
thanks to support from Dr Kelly and Melbourne
University, these posters will be distributed to
participants at upcoming Nhanda language workshops.
“They will be available for community to enjoy and
share,” she said.

New species: Munida lutruwita, Munida julumunyju and
Munida abrolhos.

“Congratulations to Museums Victoria and to all groups
who worked to name these species using Australian
languages!” said Rosie.

Bundiyarra AGM done and dusted for another year
The Board of Bundiyarra – the
Good Place – held its AGM on
Saturday, 11 December.
All previous office bearers were
returned and Barry Dodd, early
driver of getting Bundiyarra up and
running, inaugural Chairperson for
more than 10 years, and long-time
supporter, has joined the board.

Bundiyarra Board members for
2021-22 are:
Chairperson: Alan McDonald
Deputy Chairperson: Tiambra Calvin
Treasurer: Dalena Howard
Directors: Ray Dann; Graham
Taylor; Allan Headland; Glenis Little;
Marion Baumgarten; Helen Bell; and
Barry Dodd.
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All done: AGM Audit Report accepted
and signed off by Director Graham Taylor
and Chair Alan McDonald, along with
Bundiyarra CEO, Wayne McDonald.
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Nola’s ‘silent’ poetry a big winner

G

eraldton’s own poet laureate, Nola Gregory, has
been reaping the rewards of her words recently.

In high demand and regularly enlisted to read
her poetry at events around Geraldton, her latest
achievement has been recognised further afield, as a
winner in the 2021 Queensland Poetry Awards in the
Emerging Older Poets Mentorship category.
The awards are described as an essential platform
for both emerging and established poets to build their
profile and present new works.
Nola is over the moon. Judges said her poem I Will
Never be Silent “... is a deeply felt commitment Nola
makes to both her ancient ancestors and present
elders to continue telling the knowledge and lore of the
first people of this land.”
“I am so very honoured to win this [award] and still
can’t believe it,” she said.
“Makes me feel like my messages through my poems
are getting through.”
As part of her prize, Nola will receive professional
mentorship from award-winning poet Pam Brown including editorial feedback, publication in Australian
literary and cultural magazine, Overland online and a
paid performance opportunity with Queensland Poetry.

Winning words: Nola Gregory has her poetry immortalised
in music and a literary online magazine. Pic courtesy Tamati
the Yamaji.

This comes on the back of another poem, Australia’s
Silenced History that was picked up by Perth’s Artemis
Orchestra, a 22-piece jazz ensemble.
Nola read her poem at the album’s launch of Artemis’
original music The Elephant in the Room in Perth in
late June.
Artemis is the Greek goddess of the hunt, the
wilderness, wild animals, the Moon, and chastity.
Reckon there’s a poem in there somewhere Nola!

Warriyangga on
Country gets to
The Point on NITV

T

he language centre’s Warriyangga on Country
project continues to garner media attention with
NITV featuring a segment on its premier news and
current affairs program, The Point.
Filmed for NITV on country and in Geraldton by
Susan Standen from Woop Woop Consulting, the
segment covers the story of Elder Peter Salmon
and the work he is doing with the language centre
to save his endangered Thiinma and Warriyangga
language, and how it has led to his music career and

the upcoming publication of a book on the project.
Peter and project leader, Rosie Sitorus, explain the
importance of preserving the language and artist
Sonya Edney talks about the paintings she has
done as part of this project, that will appear in the
publication.
You can view the segment here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJ-D4SgBHN4
It’s well worth a watch!
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PROFILE:

George Abdullah – Bundiyarra’s first life member

Y

asmin Jill Abdullah and
her brother Lester popped
into Bundiyarra a while ago to
check out the Life Members’
plaque bearing their father
George’s name, ahead of
Geraldton Regional Library’s
display for NAIDOC Week
early this year.
Along with a determined
group of elders, Bundiyarra
– the ‘good place’ - can
attribute its existence to
this charismatic and strong
Aboriginal community leader,
the late George Abdullah,
Number one: Yasmin Jill Abdullah and brother Lester with Bundiyarra Life Members
who became the organisation’splaque showing their father, George Abdullah as the corporations’s first life member.
first life member.
still living on reserves set up by the government that
For more than forty years, Noongar man George Cyril
consisted of corrugated iron huts and no services.
Abdullah, was a tireless advocate for Aboriginal citizen
(Reserve 21856)
rights and equality across Australia.
According to Nhanhagardi Wilunyu man, the late
Born on 9 August 1919 at Guildford, WA, the youngest
Clarrie Cameron, Mr Abdullah – who had moved to
of five children of Joseph Benedict Abdul, from
Geraldton to be close to his sister – was the inspiration
Calcutta, India, and Aboriginal wife Mary Salina, he
and driving force behind many Aboriginal organisations
was an influential person in Geraldton in the late 1960s
in the area.
and 1970s.
“We didn’t know anything about organising things until
Mr Abdullah’s early involvement began with the
he started,” the late Mr Cameron said.
Coolbaroo League in the late 1940s, interstate
“He went around and met with community members,
speaking tours in Sydney and Adelaide in the early
Aunty Elvie Dann, my mum [Eva Harris] and kicked
1950s to address diverse groups about the plight of
off this little Beachlands crew, and all of these [later]
Aboriginal people, instrumental in the establishment of
organisations came out of that…
the of WA Native Welfare Council (known as Aboriginal
Advancement Council of WA) and on Sundays
he regularly spoke from a soapbox at the Perth
Esplanade. He was involved in many committees and
activist organisations and instrumental in setting up a
lot of Aboriginal activities and programs for Aboriginal
people, too many to list here!

“… he had the knowledge, [and] everyone was ready.
Aboriginal Australia was ready at that time, to kick off,
but he was the one that showed us the how; and we
never looked back.”

During the 1970s, he spoke to the local Rotary and
other organisations looking to educate members on the
poor state of Aboriginal affairs. He met with Geraldton
Town Council members to brainstorm ideas and
develop collaborative partnerships for community.

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/abdullah-georgecyril-12117

These meetings resulted in Mr Abdullah establishing
the Aboriginal Development and Cultural Council
at Geraldton during this time. It was the first link for
Aboriginal people to meet with government agencies,
paving the way for more interaction over subsequent
years, and the beginning of the idea of Bundiyarra as a
good place for Aboriginal people.
At this point Aboriginal people in Geraldton were
Bundiyarra News - December 2021

For further reading on the many organisations and
activities Mr Abdullah was involved in click on these links.

https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/indigenousrights/people/george-abdullah
He died of coronary artery disease on 6 August 1984 at
Nedlands and was buried in Guildford cemetery, but his
legacy lives on.
Acknowledgement:

The late Mr Clarrie Cameron’s comments are taken
from a 2005 interview; and he provided his informed
consent to Yasmin Jill Abdullah to contribute to the
biography of George Abdullah.
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Bundiyarra’s NAIDOC Day
– Heal Country
Thursday 30 September was a busy and colourful day
at Bundiyarra as we celebrated 2021 NAIDOC Day.
Plenty of fun for the kids, plenty of food and plenty of
people came along for a deadly day of entertainment.
GRAMS conducted a free COVID-19 vaccination clinic
with 31 people getting the needle and four bookings to
have the jab at a later date at GRAMS.

Sudsy: The bubble blowers were a hit with the kids.
Yum yum: Cutting the NAIDOC cakes.

Face painting: Youngsters’ favourite part of NAIDOC Day.

Entertaining: Ladies enjoy the music of the Red Ochre band.

Artistic: Rock and boomerang painting a hit. Lunch: Delicious kangaroo stew.

Smiling face: Our local pollie drops in.

Enrol: Encouraging you to vote.

Band support: Helping Red Ochre with the vocals.
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